F. THE EMPIRICAL PROOFS OF VITALISM.
What we have tried to show so far is this : There is the irreducible concept of a whole with its parts; there is the possibility of different forms of becoming, for there are more possible forms of causality than only spatial or singular, i.e. physico-chemical or mechanical causality; it is possible to formulate an idea about the relations between mechanical and non-mechanical causality (the theory of the " suspending " action of entelechy).
We now proceed by showing that non-mechanical causality exists in nature, at least in a certain limited field. This is a purely empirical problem. It might have turned out that the concept of unifying causality was a mere concept of logic, having no representative in nature as we have defined it. This would be the case, if it were possible to conceive all natural becoming mechanically. The concept of wholeness or individuality might hold for nature or parts of nature in this case also, in so far as there were mediate objects in nature which were indubitably unities. But in the case of the possibility of a mechanical conception of nature, no becoming by which spatial wholeness is formed out of spatial non-wholeness would exist; all wholeness would